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Course Description  
 
 
 
 

Death in Foreign Climes: European Crime Fiction 
 

 

Dates Tuesdays 28 June, 5 July and 12 July 2016 

Times 18.00–20.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre 

Level All levels  

Class size Maximum 16 participants 

 
 

Course description 

What better place than the British Library to explore the most popular of literary forms – crime 

fiction? As our UK love affair with detective drama continues unabated, there is no question that the 

most avidly followed sub-genre is crime fiction from Europe – both on the printed page and screen.  

 

Indulge your obsession with the UK's leading expert in this field, writer and broadcaster Barry 

Forshaw, who’ll lead a vivid tour of the genre in this three-week evening course. You’ll experience 

accessible and information-packed guides to crime fiction from various European regions, drawing 

together literature, film and television to provide the perfect ‘travel guide’ to the genre. 

 

Week One: Scandinavia and Nordic Noir 

Increasing numbers of British readers are discovering the subtle pleasure of crime fiction from 

Scandinavia – often more rich and atmospheric than the standard British or American variety. But just 

why has Nordic crime fiction in translation become so popular? In our first week we’ll examine this 

phenomenon through writers including Henning Mankell, Stieg Larsson and Jo Nesbø. You’ll discover 

their success relates as much to the insight into Scandinavian society they provide, as to any intrinsic 

literary merit; there is much more to the field than Larsson’s The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo. We’ll 

also discuss the lengthy, slow-burning Scandinavian television series such as The Bridge, The Killing 

and Borgen, which have had astonishing success in recent years.  

 

Week Two: Northern and Eastern Europe  

The immense popularity of crime fiction in Germany, Switzerland and Austria is not a new trend, but 

the UK is catching up as more and more ‘Krimi’ writers make their mark here – and television series 

such as Deutschland 83 glean large audiences. In our second week we’ll look at how the dark, violent 

legacy of Germany’s past is manifest in the works of writers such as Hans Fallada – and by contrast, 

how modern Krimi fiction very much deals with the issues of the present. Our tour of Northern 

Europe will also celebrate the intriguing crime and thriller fiction from Russia and the Netherlands, 

introducing you to perhaps lesser-known writers Boris Akunin and Saskia Noort. 
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Week Three: Southern Europe  

French crime fiction is in good shape – much as it was a century ago. From the collision of crime and 

sex in the work of Emile Zola to Maurice Leblanc’s tales of elegant thief Arsène Lupin, our last session 

will explore the icons of crime fiction in France, past and present. We’ll look at the first major French 

crime author in translation – the prolific and influential Georges Simenon, creator of Inspector Jules 

Maigret – as well as eccentric modern talents Fred Vargas and Pierre Lemaitre. You’ll also discover 

that French crime fiction on the screen is both striking and unorthodox, represented by the cult 

television series Spiral.  

 

Our tour will finish with a visit to Italy, where the country’s endemic political and corporate 

corruption provides fertile territory for fiction along with the ever-present influence of the Mafia. 

We’ll examine writers such as Andrea Camilleri, and the popular television series based on his work, 

Inspector Montalbano. 

 

 
 

Tutor 

This course is led by acclaimed writer and broadcaster Barry Forshaw. Barry has written many books 

on the subject of crime fiction, film and television. His unparalleled knowledge of both the genre and 

the practitioners themselves (writers, translators, actors and directors) makes him the perfect guide for 

our tour of European crime fiction.  

 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required. A willingness to participate in group discussion will help you get the most from this course. 

 

Suggested reading 

A number of books by Barry Forshaw offer the perfect complement to this course: 

 

Nordic Noir (Pocket Essentials, 2013) 

Euro Noir (Pocket Essentials, 2014) 

The Rough Guide to Crime Fiction (Penguin, 2007) 

Death in a Cold Climate (Palgrave Macmillan, 2012) 

Detective: Crime Uncovered (Intellect, 2016) 

The Man Who Left Too Soon: The Life and Works of Stieg Larsson (Blake, 2002) 

 

British Library shop discount  

Participants who wish to purchase available titles for this course from the Library shop will receive a 

10% discount on production of their course ticket/confirmation email. 

 

Facilities and Refreshments 

Please note that the Learning Centre will open to participants 15 minutes before the stated start time. 

Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided at each session. 


